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High Court of Justice until, towards the end of the
eighteenth century, New Granada was raised to a
Viceroyalty. That the government was a bad
one, as regards the natives, is proved by the rapid
diminution of the population. In Ibaque there
were 18,000 natives at the time of the conquest;
in 1610 only 600 ! In Mariquita the population was
30,000 when the Spaniards arrived ; in the seven-
teenth century 2000 ! It was the same throughout.
The Chibcha language had quite ceased to be
spoken in the beginning of the eighteenth century.

Yet a native race of pure white descent was
rising up in New Granada which was destined to
found another civilisation in the land which had
witnessed the destruction of that of the Chibchas.
Many families of that race can trace descent from
the first settlers. From generation to generation
that race, though hampered by Spanish monopolies,
continued to develop liberal sentiments, feelings
of humanity, desire for knowledge, and love of
literature and science. By the latter half of the
eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth centuries
there was a distinct development of those traits
of character in that kingdom of New Granada.

Let us take one example out of several.   It will
be remembered that the city of Antioquia was